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Sun-seeker Ollie MT. m
poses risk

By STEPHEN CORBY

PUTTING the right
kind of oil in your car
can reduce its
greenhouse-gas emis-
sions by as much as 70
per cent, research
has found.

Using the latest, fully
synthetic engine oils
can also improve your
fuel economy by five to
20 per cent, according
to the International
Lubricant Standardi-
sation and Approval
Committee ILSAC).

United Oil managing
director Darren McDo-
nald said the latest
man-made oils, classi-
fied as GF4 oils, thick-
en less, leave less
sludge in an engine
and work more effi-
ciently with catalytic
converters, thus reduc-
ing emissions.
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Get itright: Clean oil

“Being a thinner oil,
it circulates through
the motor quicker and
eagsier, so the engine
labours less and pro-
duces less emissions,
and for the same rea-
son you get better fuel
economy,” he said.

“What ILSAC found
is that a reduction in
emissions of 20 to 50
per cent is quite likely
but, depending on how
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poorly your car was
running before, it
could be up to
70 per cent.”

Unfortunately, many
service stations and re-
pairers are using older
oils and mineral oils,
which can increase
emissions and cause
greater engine wear.

“You can’t presume
that the service centre
you’re going to is doing
the right thing. I could
walk into any number
of places and show you
that they are using SG
oils, which was the
standard back in 1994,
Mr McDonald said.

An NRMA spokes-
mah said motorists
should follow the ve-
hicle manufacturer’s
recommendations in
regards to the type of
oil, its grade and
change intervals.
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